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million people were engaged at this time, many
clothiers employing hundreds of operatives in
connection with the various manufacturing
processes. In 1662 so many persons were en-
gaged in the making of silks, embroideries,
fringes, laces, buttons, and " cut work " that
for their protection the importation of all such
articles from abroad was prohibited. Protec-
tive measures were also adopted for other
trades, and in 1666 a peculiar restriction was
imposed for the benefit of the woollen manu-
facturer, it being ordered that no person should
be buried in any sort of grave dress that was
not made entirely of wool.

All this time commerce with the countries
over seas was greatly improved, the East India
Company especially benefiting by the change.
Its ships brought muslins and silks from the
East, as well as spices and other commodities.
Charles confirmed them in all their ancient
privileges, and their profits accumulated at
such a rate that they were soon in a position
to double their capital out of them, the price
of their stock going up to 245 per cent. At the
same time private trading ventures multiplied
in all directions, and English shipping increased
rapidly. The Port of London became of greater
importance than ever, the Thames being alive
with vessels. Other ports grew in proportion.
Liverpool, which had been much encouraged
by Cromwell, now began to do a large trade with
the West Indies; Bristol was carrying on an
active commerce with America and other parts
of the world; and Hull had also increased in
importance. In the Far East, Bombay had